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January 24, 1996 

Mr. Terrence Gray 
Chief 
Division of Site Remediation 
Deparlment of Environnlentul Management 
29 1 Prorncnade Strcct 
l'rovi Iierrcz, Miod3 I s l z ~ d  02906-5?G7 

Rc: Melville Marine Tndustries - McIville North Landfill 

Dear Tcrry : 

On behalf of Melville Maririt: Industtics ("MMJ"), X am writing in 
c;onnecticm with the remediation of thc Melville North Landfill in Portsmouth, 
Khodc Island, which, although located on land owned by MMI, has bce11 and is 
being conducted by thc U.S. Navy, 

As you know, when MMI purchased the land in Melvillc in 1984, thc 
Navy agreed to conduct any required umediation of any thcn existing ha7~dous  
wastc or materials located on or under this land. As you also know, MMI recently 
completed the federal, state and focal licensing and permitting for the 
coris~mctinn and operation of a waterfront rccreational facility on such kmd. 
Howcver, the cnrnyletion of tJle remediation of thc Landfill by the Navy rcxnains 
a?l important issue in the actual cnnrtn~kio;: 2nd developxz;lt of i t i ~  hfW 
projcct. 

It is my understanding that the Navy has made the following progress 
cmcelning thc remedia~ion of the Landfill: 

w The Navy has identified two areas within the Landfill for removal 
ac~ions. 

With respect to thc "South Area" the Navy has removed therefrom and 
stockpiled a n  site a quantity of oil-soaked soils which will ultimately 
be removed from the site. 
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With respect to thc "North Arca," due to the presence of some lead and 
asbestos 111 the soil, the Navy is currently conduchg s o m  tcsls and 
considcring various altcmatives for the removal of such contaminated 
soil and the completion o f  remediation of this A-ca. The Navy will test 
ths h e n  to c o ~ ~ f u m  that thcre has been no migration of contaminants; 

- if there has been, then thcy will conduct m y  additional required soil 
removal- 

The Navy is in thc process of c o ~ ~ d u ~ l i n g  a remediation plan that wlll 
recommend firla1 closure of the Landfill. 

It is my h h e r  understanding that the Department of Enviro~unental 
Management (''DEM") has indicated tn the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Region 1, that DJ3M will not bc issuing a so-called "Govenlor's letter" 
requcsthg that thc Landfill site be placed on the NYL. Therefore, in mew of the 
foregoing, it is my understanding that LPA has apparently placed its Hazard 
Ranking System ("FIRS") study of the Landfill site on hold and that DEM will 
oversee the completion of the remedialion plirsuaut to the provisions of the 
recently enacted Site Rcmediation regulations and statute. 

To hat  end, Ted Hood and Everctt Pearson nt MM'I view these 
developments as a gcnuine nppornulity for this site to be s leading cxamplc of the 
economic reuse of  fom~erly contaminated fedcral land. As you may know, the. 
various fedcral and state pennits that MMI has for the project allow for thc 
construction and development of the projecl literally wound thc 1,andfill site. 
Ecjrsver, it would rnake a grgrszt dea! more sense for thc project io bc devciopeci 
as onginally conceived. 

-. 

Thcrcfore, the principal purpose of h is  lctter is to request your 
cooperation and assistance ui discussing the cornpktion of the rellzediation of the 
Landfill site and the establislunent of a tinletable for such completion so that thc 
MMI project will be better placed to attract the invest~neiit riecessary for its 
constiuclion and development. We are interesled in working with you and others 
in the Division in this regard. 
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Afrer you have had the chance to discuss this matter w ih  your colleagues, 
please give me a call. Thank you in advance for your assistance and coopcration 
in this matter 

CC: Mr. Paul Kulpa, 'DEM Divisioxl of Site Remediation 
CTla~~de Cote, Esq., DEM Office o f  Legal Services 
Fredciick E. Hood, MMI 
Everett Penrson, MMI 
Brad Wheeler, I J. S. Navy 
P. Dcan Coker 
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